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inhibits the reproduction
of bacteria. The chemical
is called Bromex, and it’s

already been shown to
prevent E. Coli bacteria
from reproducing in the
gut. But a little-studied
variant of the molecule,
known as BrdU, could

have broader implications
for health as well. “This is
something we’re looking at
as we really look at how to
prevent the development

and multiplication of
bacteria,” said Barbara
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Young, a molecular
biologist at the University
of California, San Diego

who helped determine the
structure of BrdU.

Researchers have been
trying to create a safe,
universal antibacterial

additive for several years,
after the deadly outbreak

of antibiotic-resistant
infections in the United

States. Since about 2000,
there’s been a dramatic

increase in the number of
new antibiotic-resistant
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infections each year, and
scientists are worried that
they will only get worse.
“If we continue to use

antibiotics without
targeting them against

specific organisms, we’ll
have problems,” said
Kevin Outterson, a

professor of vaccinology at
the University of

Pittsburgh who studies
antibiotics. Bromex is used

as an additive in water
treatment. As bacteria

reproduce in 1cb139a0ed
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